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OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES 


3 December 1952 


SUBJECT* NIE -64 (Part I) SUPPIEMENT* SOVIET BLOC CAPABILITIES. 

THROUGH MID-1954 * (For consideration by the Board ) 


THE fROBIEM 


To revise NIE«*64 (Part 1} in order to extend the estimate on 


Soviet 


Bloc**/ capabilities 


for political and military warfare through mid -1954 « 


DISCUSSION 

The following changes have been made in NIE -64 (Part I) in order to 
extend this estimate through aid-1954* 

1« Under "Factors Affecting Bloc Capabilities" two new paragraphs 
have been added to the scientific section j paragraphs 16, 17, and 19 in 
the original text have been substantially changed , and they now lnolxade 
corrections made necessary by subsequent research on the Bloc economy ® 


1/ Changes in the original text of NIE -64 (Part I) are Indicated by the 
underlined text of this Supplement. Delations have been bracketed. 


2J The Soviet Bloc consists on the USSR, the European Satellites, Com- 
munist China, Outer Mongolia, North Korea, and Viet Minh. The Kremlin 
also controls the international Communist movement outside the Bloc 
countries® 
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2. Under "Bloc Military Strength" paragraphs 24* 25, 26, and 28 
have undergone various degrees of revision. 

3. Under "Bloc Military Capabilities" revisions have been made in 
paragraphs 32 and 36. 

4. Under "Bloc Political Warfare Capabilities" three new paragraphs 
have been added. 


THE PROPOSED CHANGES 

factors Affecting Bloc Capabilities" 

1. (Insert after paragraph 15 in original text) StRQfr.ffffJTild, JSSfiSJELt. 
the USSR has given high priority, to modern and 

systems f t pd has acquired a .competence in thaae„fl a Mg - jMg|> san 
compared with that of.:fchj^£-6I ^^ » ^ W* &JA 

aamentliig- eytepsive earl y warning network witti.MflMa 
alent in performance to U S 

qpfl antiaircraft flra._sg ntrol CQUlmsat. JE& 3 4 . 
limited o perational use, .blind tombing 
tbe.-aai»iflBgnA&L.ajts g ^jL„ta^ . 

could produce li m ited, 0Pftrfrt fo nal ouantitlea 

awin [ipj|| qn bv 1953 . The USSR has developed a very high capability for jam- 
ming radio transmissions up to and including HF bands. Soviet capabilities 
in related electronic fields indicate that they are now capable of develop- 
ing equipment for jamming VHP and UHF bands, These capabilities constitute 
811 Increasingly seri ous threat to Western long-range ^"and short-range 

es» 2 09 
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military 7 radio communication and navigation systems ^ mill bv mid-1954 

y 

ladafe. flauM31te , to 

2. (Insert after the above paragraph) Ufa aa-Mmate that by mid “1954 
the USSR jg lll have la operatip aa l - u ae, a_ JLong-raftgs tare rtellg nffyta & t*fiR 
system anfl JMSfifl pnpratlonal quantities of seme type of alrhorne_JJitoJCgfiBt 
eaulraenl » The. USSR na v also have both passive and , active eleclMnig-gaia^SEr 
measures eouiraont for use againat_jflQst_gmyeRtly OParaUgnal .tn^S Jl£ 

Western rada rs and, in addltiQn A _j^l,Mm.s^e^.v^_ oX^Ma ^gffi<2afl &^ 
material. Soviet conversion 

aaLaielft te„WBrattmi l?T to g flflr i ssA i. 

tlal proportion of the Soviet^ir jjef en.se ■-cmuniii&y^fla . nc.tmrfe.aaaJ&Ja 
converted, to, . & Jgffl system . provided flB£d£iSfi& 
M&prtiar* 

3 a (Revised paragraph 16) The gross national product of the Bloc has 
been increasing rapid Iv in the past few years. Any calculation of its magni- 
tude is necessarily subject to considerable error, aid no meaningful compari - 
son can be made with prewar years for the Bloc as a whole. However, we estimate 
that the Bloc's national product in 1951 was roughly j[ 15 J 22 percent 
higher than in 1949, and that rapid growth si21_s^tl*^ 

of Mu, gBfrtaafau 

a » The economy of the USSR had recovered its prewar level of 
total production by 1948 and had surpassed that level by /”an estimated 
20-30_7 at least one -third in 1951. We estimate that the Soviet national 

2/ With the exception of the underlined section , the last three sentences 
of this paragraph were taken from NIE-64 (Part I), Appendices . "Appendix 
A, paragraph 24-c-3o" 
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product fisj has been Increasing at an annual rate of /"6-7 J 
about n percent, jnd that it w i ll . conti fl iffl to 

rata during the Period, of thla..e8,t taste* 

bo The combined production of the Satellites constitutes approxi- 


mately one-quarter of the Bloc’s national product* We believe that the 
Satellite national product has increased /"since 1949, but wo are unable 
to estimate the amount of the increase .J and sUJLAaSOMSS. at ft ESte 
approximatin g that of the USSR duri.ngL.the rerigLaf thiB...3gtanate « 

o* The national product of Communist China is extremely difficult 
to estimate, but we believe that it represents less than 15 percent of 
the Bloc total. Communist China’s national product is probably Increasing 
at an annual rate of 3 to 5 percent, but its output of capital goods 
will continue to be a very small part of the Bloc total. 

4, (Revised paragraph 17) The output of the Soviet economy does not 
approach that of the US economy, nor does the output of the Bloc economy as 
a whole compare with that of the NATO states. USSR gross national product 
in 1951 was about one -quarter that of the US, and the combined gross nation- 


al product of the entire Bloc was about 30 percent that of the NATO countries. 
Hqyqvey. these disparities are being gradualteJEfolSfil* 


5 a (Revised paragraph 19) Since the end of World War II, the Bloc 
as a whole has devoted a much larger proportion of its gross national 
product to military purposes than the West. We believe that the USER now 
devotes about one-fifth of Its national product to military expenditures. 
We estimate that the quantity of resources which the USSR will devote to 


- 4 ® 
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military production in 1952 will equal the amount assigned in 1944 » and 

ibftt. ft grfiflteg-flPOunt_iam ^ allocated to military production In 1954, 
j Htlif-avy Strong Mi’ 1 

6. (Revised paragraph 24) We estimate that the Bloc armed forces 
by mld-195A will probably have : 

a. Approximately 9.A00.0QQm en. of which about A.520.000 will 
be Soviet; 2.QQ0.000 Satellite; 2 .450. OOP Cinese Communist; 300.000 
North Korean; and 130,000 Viet Mlnh. 

ba An authorised strength of about .700 a ircraft, including 
about 13-t.QQQ Jet fighters, 1.250 piston mediua bombers, and possibly 
a few Jet medium bombers. (Repeat footnote 3 on page 4 of original text. 

c. A total of approximately g&Q major surface vessels and A71 
submarines, including 153 long-range types. 

d» A stockpile of 190 atomic weapons (30-200 kiloton yield). 

(The actual figure may be from half to twice as many as this estimate.) 

7. (Revised paragraph 25) It la unlikely that the USSR will be able 
to develop and produce a thermonuclear weapon by mid -1953 <> However, we 

JSSlLjdll-g.o.ntiim9__tQ. make progress toward a thermonuclear 
weapon aafl- thal flsld testing concerned with thermonuclear reactions may 

8. (Revised paragraph 26) The over-all effectiveness of Bloc ground, 

naval, and air forces will increase by Jnid-1953_7 mid-195A because of 

progressive modernization and standardization of weapons and equirment, 

the 

. the intensive training program, the growth of/Soviet atomic stockpile, 
and the increased combat efficiency of the Satellite armies. 
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9. (Revised paragraph 28) The USSR maintains a large air defense 
(system which not only includes the forces assigned to the Soviet air 
defense organisation (PVO-Strany) but also has available to it the active 
air defense resources of the Army, tactical air forces, and Navy not other- 
wise committed, as well as the passive defense resources of the police and 
civilian organizations. The European Satellite and Communist Chinese air 
defenses add to and are integrated with the Soviet system, respite signifi- 
cant improvements in the air defense system, there will probably continue 
to be insufficient numbers of trained and experienced pilots and operators, 
modern radar, heavy AA guns, and fighters designed specifically for all- 
weather interception to provide defense for all important areas. We estimate 
that by /mid-1953.7 mid -1954 the numerical strength of the air defense 
forces will not £ change J Increase substantially . although the effectiveness 
of the air defenses will improve through re-equipment and training. 

"Bloc Military Capabilities" 

10. (Revised paragraph 32) The Bloc air defense organization has 
the capability for vigorous opposition to an air offensive against the 
principal Soviet centers. However, despite marked improvements in the 

Bloc air defense system (especially in the USSR, Eastern /"Germany, Poland_7 
Europe , and Manchuria), deficiencies will remain throughout the period of 
this estimate. 

11. (Revised paragraph 36) Since the beginning of the Korean war, 
the Ccnmunist Air Force in China, which is believed to be made up of 
Chinese Communist, North Korean, and Soviet elements, has been built to 

» 6 ® 
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an impressive size* The jet fighter units in the Korea-Manchuria-North 
China area are believed to be progressively improving. During the period 
through mid -1953 /"H owever the capabilities of the CAF in China /”are_7 
will remain largely limited to the air defense of North China, Manchuria, 
and North Korea under conditions of good visibility and to limited attacks 
against UN forces in Korea and adjacent waters. However, we estimate that 
Ate .SflPfltr- iUMga. pf this air force..to extend ita. offensive operations bevond 
Ate_.Presgnt-.33mlted. theater of operations will Increase fry mld-1954 as a 
result., 0 1 the..introductioiLJ?f ,let light bombera M we believe that the 
CAF in China will continur to expand gradually during the period of this 
estimate but will remain entirely dependent upon the USSR for aircraft 
and equipment, spare parts, and technical supervision, and almost entirely 
dependent upon the USSR for aviation fuel and lubricants. /"Unless some 
type of jet light bombardment aircraft is introduced, the offensive 
capabilities of this air force will remain extremely limited. Redeployment 
from the Manchuria area would be necessary for sustained air operations 
against Taiwan and Southeast Asia,^ 

"Bloc Political Warfare Capabilities" 


12. B3oQ . nnl1tJ.ea3 warfare cfl.naM11.-Men will-contlnua to enmrtdtiite 
■fl..se.rift.U8. danger ..to tt^nonsSomuniat world during the period of this 


■MttnfttOt Wfi-believe that during this period Bloc political. warfare caoa- 
Ultaly. .to. . increase in such area s of known instabili ty as the 
JHddJa. Ji flBt.fllri. Southeast. Asia TMss_areas are particularly vulnerable , to 


1/ We have requested A-2 to provide an expansion of this new offensive capa- 
bility. 
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economic, axri social jaaauit^ 

the decline Ip Wes tom strength and Influence since the and of world War 
I? >. and the , ineffftotljre _3mder^^ governments. Moreover, 

ln_ these areas Jjtffi. widespread sentiment against "Western Jiaperiallan " 
and the desire for “nat ional independence" and improved economic statue 

13 ° In the Middle East, Iran td.ll remain the principal center of 
Instability during the period of thia estimate* However, we believe 
that the Bloc agent in Iran, the Tudeh Party, will not be able to gain 
control of the government by Infiltration or to develop the strength to over - 
throw the National Front by consltutlonal means or by force through 1953 0 
Unexpected events, such as a serious crop failure or a split In th e 
National Front aa a result of rivalry among its leaders t would Increase 
Tudeh capabilities greatly. If present trends in Iran continue unchecked 
beyond the end of 1953 » rising internal tensions and continued deterior ation 
of the economy and of the budgetary position of the government might lead 
t o a breakdown of governmental authority and open the iray for at least a 
gradual assumption of control by Tudeh, 

/ during the period ef this estimat e 
14 « We believe that Bloc political warfare capabilities in Southeast 

Asia elll be largely determined by developments in Indochina , ^anfeo g n ttfae 

:paBfeo & 3Qfefl Maa^^ particularly the degree of military pressure the 

Viet Minh force a » with Conmunlst Chinese advice and military assistance , 

bring to bear cat the French and the Associated States, While the odd a 
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n ow are Bg6dP3t a deolalvia shift in the political and military balanceof 
fwcegg these eddsaay shift rapidly particularly If the military capa=- 
Mlitigsof the non^ccttg^lgt fpgggg werg .mibstapt lslly weakened „ A 
Communist victory In Indochina would probably result in Communist control « 
by farea or accomodation »f most or all of the Southeast Asian mainland 
countries^ although not necessarily within the period ef this esti mate ,. 

*mam**ua* ----- &m3t****t>i ******* ,,m ■ iinnn^— — urin*- in ■ •*r~ r ri'ieieu>WMi-iiii i, nri , iiirtWiim^iiinn i i i ¥irrre , mrny' 
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